
Using the Optional Flotation Panel for the Butterfly 

Reprinted with permission from our supplier Northern Lakes Sailboats 

The flotation panel is an innovation created in 2007 for the Butterfly. It allows the boat to float on it's side when capsized 
instead of immediately turning turtle. This is an important safety feature and can reduce the chances of breaking equip-
ment - especially if a capsize happens in water shallower than the length of the mast. 

I have personally tested these both in light air and in winds over 30 mph and they work GREAT. They work especially 
well for young kids too light to normally right the boat themselves. With the flotation panel, they can climb to the high side 
of the boat via the cockpit and toe rails to get on the board. From there, even a 65 lb. child can right the boat! These are 
a MUST HAVE for camps and youth sailing. 

Here is a sequence of photos showing the installation of the flotation panel: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


